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practiced by Each one, It would appear Incredible
in france. Ispeak not of twelve or twenty sick people
alone, but generally of all; and there are some who
have really performed most heroic acts. The only
thing in which they have given me pain is, that
several, without my Knowledge, as soon as The
fever relaxed a little, dragged themselves To The
Church, from which they were at quite a distance;
and, finding themselves more ill at The Church,
they returned from it only with difficulty, with height-
ened fever. Two things have extremely touched
them in their sickness. The first is, the example
of patience in St. Louis, King of france, who, with
his army, was attacked by pestilence. The 2nd is
their view of their own misconduct, when I told
them that God, like a good father was chastising
them with that disease in order to have them atone
for their sins; and that, very far from being burned
in hell, as they had deserved, by so much drunken-
ness, impurity, and filthy talk, God would put them
in his paradise and reward them there for all the
acts of patience which they were now practicing.
Indeed, a good part of the penances assigned to the
sick who confessed, was to do quietly some acts of
love to God, of sorrow for having offended Him, and
of offering their sickness to God. One, for instance,
after his Confession, said to God ten times: ‘I
love you, my Jesus. I am grieved at having offended
you. I offer you my sickness; I am content to be
sick. May I not burn Eternally in Hell.”” Another,
who was a little stronger, performed these acts
twenty times; and so with the rest. I myself had
this done by those who were not baptized, and made
them add some acts of desire for Holy baptism. Of



